CHAPTER  XXIX

GEORGIST PROGRESS

HENRY GEORGE'S doctrines meanwhile were reaching a
widening audience. Tom L. Johnson, who was represent-
ing his Ohio district in the House of Representatives, conceived
the idea of reading Protection or Free Trade into the Congres-
sional Record.
The book had already enjoyed a large circulation, first by a
newspaper syndicate, then in regular book form, and later in a
cheap paper edition of 200,000 copies issued through the ex-
traordinary efforts of William Justus Atkinson and John G.
Carlisle, son of the Senator from Kentucky. It was (and still is)
the custom in Congress for members to have their own remarks
or remarks which they had inserted reprinted, paying for the
printing but using their franking privilege to send such matter
free through the mails. Tom Johnson rallied some of his col-
leagues, Jerry Simpson of Kansas, William J. Stone of Kentucky,
Joseph E. Washington of Tennessee, John W. Fithian of Illinois,
and Thomas Bowman of Iowa. The six congressmen divided
Protection or Free Trade into six parts and read it into the
Record as "remarks'* during the tariff debate, which was then in
progress.1
The six sections of the book were then reassembled and
brought out in an edition so large that its unit cost was only
about five-eighths of a cent a copy. It retailed at one cent.
Needless to say, the whole affair annoyed the high-tariff
Republicans in the House. In retaliation they inserted in the
Record a book by George Gunton which defended monopolies.
When the Republicans attacked the Democrats for putting over
"St. George," as the edition of Protection or Free Trade was
called in the House, even those Democrats who had not been
out-and-out free traders struck back in defense. The matter was
discussed in the press and in clubs all over the country. Tom
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